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Like some of the other reviewers, I am in a program of advanced study in which APA is the

"accepted" style of citation for scholarly research. As we can see, APA is an absolutely dreadful

citation style, especially with its prohibition of footnotes, leading to incomprehensible paragraphs in

which your prose is murdered by names and dates in parentheses. The lack of required page

numbers in your citations also allows you, if you're so inclined, to transform your references into all

sorts of unsupported speculation and conjecture, and no reader will be able to prove or disprove

what you're saying. I realize that arguing about the merits of APA style is not the same as reviewing

the merits of this book. But the weaknesses in the core citation style are so prevalent that it would

be impossible to create a book of this nature with any sort of usefulness.Now let's get to the trouble

with this particular book. First, it is unnecessarily humungous, trying to beef up the very thin body of

APA citation requirements (which by the way can be found for free all over the internet) with hugely

unenlightening chapters on basic writing style and methods. Infinitely better guides on how to

actually write and conduct research can be easily found elsewhere. Even when you do want to find

instructions on the core requirements of APA citation style, this is an annoyingly difficult task in this

atrociously organized and indexed book. A thin and under-compiled index sends you to hard-to-find



section numbers rather than page numbers. And finally there is the practice of this book's publishers

to promote a "new edition" which is merely the same as before with a couple of new entries, sold

with a new cover and of course a new full price.
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